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@ One easily underappreciated feature of a city street or square is its “future-proof” nature.
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@ The ancient medieval squares in places like Marrakesh and Siena are still places where stuff is sold every

day, even if the stuff itself has changed over the last five hundred years.
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® The city square is a fairly future-proof technology, as is the shopping street, even in an age of online

shopping.
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@ For example, the same physical store that once sold buggy whips and typewriters might now repair

damaged phones and sell bubble tea.
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® The same infrastructure supports
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® Jane Jacobs, the great prophet of the city economy, made much of this fact in her books, including The
Death and Life of Great American Cities and The Nature of Economies.
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@ As she pointed out, the great advantage of a city architecture is its ability to support change in uses, and

Jacobs correctly predicted the persistence of the city itself, unlike those who predicted the rise of the Internet

would mean the death of the city.
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City Infrastructure Supports Evolving Uses Over Time
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[21ZF 2H] buggy whips & typewriters — phone repair & bubble tea = 2= 23} / Q1 =2} £

HE QI E] support change in uses = evolving uses = future-proof technology
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ATILE|= v overlooked, undervalued, unrecognized, neglected
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underappreciated , ,
X appreciated, valued, recognized, celebrated

v framework, foundation, network, system,

infrastructure 7|"tAlE ,
backbone X superstructure, surface, decoration
v adaptable, flexible, durable, resilient, versatile X
future-proof O E A W, Oj2 cHE| =2l o
obsolete, outdated, rigid, inflexible
. N v continue, endure, remain, last, survive X
persist K| &5tk ‘
disappear, fade, cease, stop, end
v visionary, forecaster, seer, predictor, oracle X
prophet Of| 21 R} . .
skeptic, doubter, cynic
. . v forecast, foresee, anticipate, project, envision X
predict Of| Z5kct . .
ignore, disregard, react to, respond to
. N v develop, advance, change, adapt, transform X
evolve ZIotstLt, &d st :
stagnate, remain, stay, regress, devolve
. v ancient, historic, old, premodern X modern,
medieval SHM
contemporary, current, present-day
v endurance, continuance, survival, permanence,
persistence &4, 24 durability X disappearance, end, cessation,
impermanence
. v structure, design, framework, layout, construction
architecture Haxs, 7+ . , ,
X demolition, destruction, disarray
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o [H1ZF 2F2E] the same physical store... might now repair damaged phones — &% H3}
o [E17F SI2%H ability to support change in uses (Jacobs) — £lZt = evolving uses
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o [HIZH ‘The same infrastructure supports . — evolving uses
« [E1ZH] 'The great advantage of a city is its ability to support in uses." — change
[012]] ‘The city square is a fairly technology.” — future-proof
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« [29F] ‘City infrastructure is because it can support over time." — flexible / different uses
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@ [T& H™2H 'The city square is a fairly future-proof technology.’
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— 'A city square can be described as future-proof technology because it adapts to changing uses.’
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— 'The same infrastructure supports evolving uses.’
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— City streets and squares are future-proof because the same physical space can support different types of activities

over centuries, as seen from medieval marketplaces to modern shops.
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